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soldiers, and after a severe engagement the village of
Jemmappes was stormed. The victory was conclusive, the
Austrian losses amounting to seven thousand men, while the
French losses were barely four thousand, and the Austrians
fell back to Luxembourg, where they might be supported by
the Prussian army. Mons capitulated the next day without
firing a shot, and on November 16 Dumouriez entered Brussels.
The army of Valence occupied all the fortresses up to Ostend,
which he made his head-quarters, and La Bourdonnaye forced
his way as far as Antwerp, which immediately capitulated,
and thus the occupation of the whole of Belgium was the
result of the battle of Jemmappes.

The victory of Jemmappes was hailed with even more
enthusiasm than that of Valmy. The French army had won a
real battle, acting in the enemy's country and on the offensive,
and the weak behaviour of certain generals was glossed over
by the leading Girondins and Jacobins Dumouriez went
into winter quarters on the frontiers of Holland, and awaited
farther orders from the Convention. And now the great
question arose as to whether the statesmen of the Convention
would show themselves more skilled in understanding foreign
affairs than those of the Legislative Assembly. The victories
of France had thrown Prussia and Austria into consterna-
tion, and England still sympathized with her., It was in the
power of real statesmen to have made a lasting peace; but,
instead of that, the Girondins, in spite of Danton and Robes-
pierre, deliberately affronted England, and turned that country
also against them by their ridiculous and sentimental policy.
England had always been very tenacious of its influence in
Holland. In the year 1788 Pitt had, by means of the Prussian
army and the management of Lord Malmesbury, defeated
the Dutch insurgents who had driven the Prince of Orange
out of the country, and that Holland should be under the
influence of England was believed to bo essential to the
maintenance of the English supremacy. Further than this,
English merchants had always been very jealous of the Belgian
port of Antwerp. Antwerp had been the chief emporium of